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Meaning  

 
ْيِء َعلَى َما ُھَو َعلَْيِه   ا َجاِزًماإِْدَراكً اْلِعْلُم َوُھَو إِْدَراُك الش�

To comprehend a matter in the way that it truly is, with a firm decisive 

comprehension. 

Explanation Shaykh al Uthaymeen 

 

‘ilm (knowledge) is: to comprehend a matter in the way that it truly is, with a firm decisive 

comprehension. Such as comprehending that an entire (thing) is more than part (of that thing); 

and that the intention is a precondition for an act of worship. 

  

And the statement of ours “to comprehend a matter,” excludes not comprehending something 

completely; and this is called “al jahl ul baseet” (slight ignorance). An example is that a person is 

asked, “When was the battle of Badr?”1 So he says, “I don’t know”. 

  

And the statement of ours “in the way that it truly is” excludes his comprehending it in a way that 

is in opposition to how it truly is; and this is called “al jahl ul murakkab” (compound ignorance). 

An example is that a person is asked, “When was the battle of Badr?” So he says, “in the third year 

after the Hijrah”.  

 

And the statement of ours “with a firm decisive comprehension” excludes comprehending the 

matter with a comprehension that is not firm and decisive – in that he thinks (the matter) might 

possibly be other than the way in which he has comprehended it. So that is not called “al ‘ilm” 

(knowledge). 

 

Then if one of the two possibilities seems more likely to him, the more likely is dhann 

(preponderant belief) and the less likely is wahm (delusion).  

And if the two matters are equally (likely), then this is shakk (doubt). 

Taken from  

 
Taken from Al Usool min 'ilm ul usool, quoted in Rasaa-il fil usool of Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al 

‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah , p130 

Translator Nasser ibn Najam – words in brackets and footnotes are the translator’s 

 

                                                           
1
 The battle took place in the second year after Hijrah. 


